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      The Wives’ Fellowship connection with St 
Christopher’s began even before the Hospice was 
opened, through Patricia Lunt, who was a dearly 
loved member of Chichester WF. Patricia’s 
husband, the Bishop of Stepney from 1957-68, 
was closely involved on the brief for the religious 
requirements for St Christopher’s Hospice in the 
planning phase, prior to its opening in 1967, and 
Dame Cicely Saunders, in her autobiography, 
refers to the Bishop’s wise counsel and 
encouragement. The decision to support St 
Christopher’s as the chosen charity was taken in 
1975 by Wives and in 1976 by Senior Wives too-
which formed a strong bond which continues 
today. 

     The voluntary contributions from branches of 
the Fellowship amount to approximately £50,000 
annually. This has been used for education and 
research (thus benefiting the wider hospice 
movement nationally and internationally) and 
includes the provision of bursaries to students 
from palliative care teams overseas, funding a 
pilot research project into palliative care for 
patients with irreversible heart disease, 
developing targeted chaplaincy support for 
prison inmates with terminal diagnoses and  
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enhancing palliative care in the community in 
the UK 

From 2014, our special relationship with St 
Christopher’s continued when the Wives’ 
Fellowship St Christopher’s Representative was 
appointed as a Vice President for her three year 
period of office. She attends the AGM, when 
faith leaders visit the hospice, and participates 
in a number of fundraising/special events during 
the year. 

      Wives’ Fellowship members are most 
welcome at the Hospice and a visit is arranged 
once a year by the Representative to coincide 
with bursary student presentations at the end of 
their two week stay. The day typically starts with 
a tour of the Hospice followed by a service in the 
Pi l g r im Room. The bu r s a r y s t uden t s ’ 
presentations take place after lunch and are 
always interesting and inspirational. 

        The St Christopher’s Representative also 
visits branches to talk about the work carried out 
at the Hospice. 

         Reports are in each edition of The 
Grapevine and on the website to keep members 
in touch with what’s happening at the Hospice. 
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