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• We are an organisation for Christian Women linked in our belief in marriage 
    and family life

• Our activities are spiritual, intellectual and social

• We meet in local branches, regions and nationally

• We become friends with shared interests and common values, supporting and 
    encouraging one another

• We are ecumenical, and span all ages

• Every member matters

Women in 
Fellowship 

welcome you

www.wivesfellowship.org.uk

Alternative Fellowship Prayer

Lord we ask you to watch over our Fellowship
and to direct its purposes,

To be at the centre of all its activities
and to fulfil its prayers.

Make it outward looking, compassionate and caring,
and enable its members to be united in its aims.

May the Holy Spirit’s power guide and sustain us
and His energy renew and inspire us.

For Christ’s sake. Amen
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Dear Members

While writing my report for the 2019 AGM I recalled
how many branches I have visited in the last twelve
months – fifteen. And what a delight it has been to
meet so many of you on your home turf. Being with
you in smaller groups, with more time, allows me to
get a real feel for what you are doing and thinking.
Our phrase – ‘every branch is different and every
member matters’ really is true. This is demonstrated
by the branch programmes which you have sent to
me. There is a good variety of meetings but some
branches are beginning to look for more unusual,
informative and challenging topics such as internet
scams, safety online, finance & pensions, power of
attorney, dementia, volunteering opportunities and
funeral care. I encourage you to follow suit.

Thank you to all members who participated in the
recent ballot regarding the Special Resolutions
proposed by the Executive Committee; almost 80% of
the membership took part. I am very grateful to all of
you who took the time to read through the supporting
literature, to those who organised the branch ballots
and to Executive who worked hard to produce
accurate and relevant information. We now have three
simple and concise Constitution documents.

Women in Fellowship, our new name. 

I know that the outcome of the vote has caused a
great deal of anguish to some members and I
understand. I appreciate that members have equally
strong views on the merits of the name Wives’
Fellowship and the potential of Women in Fellowship.
Some believe it to be a negative influence on our
Fellowship, others see it as a herald for a positive
future. However hard the decision was to make, the
matter, which has been dogging Fellowship meetings
for too long, has been settled and we can move on,
be it gradually for some branches. We now have a
name that reflects the fact that single women are
members, not just married women; nothing else of
our ethos has changed. We remain the same group of
women, linked by our strong faith and fellowship. We

have changed our name without any change in our
values or enjoyment of all that Women in Fellowship
offers. Although one member told me she has always
said “I’m off to Fellowship”, no doubt "Wives" will
linger on as our affectionate nickname.

I would like to quote Her Majesty The Queen who was
speaking recently about the Commonwealth but I
believe we can appropriate her words with regard to
us.

“We are able to look to the future with greater
confidence and optimism as a result of the links that
we share, and thanks to the networks of cooperation
and mutual support to which we contribute, and on
which we draw. With enduring commitment through
times of great change, successive generations have
demonstrated that whilst the goodwill for which
Women in Fellowship is renowned may be intangible,
its impact is very real.

With love and in fellowship

2WOMEN IN FELLOWSHIP

CENTRAL CHAIRMAN’S LETTER
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Central Chairman 
(2017)

Central Secretary 
(2018)

St Christopher’s Charity
Representative 

(2018)

Central Treasurer and
Vice Chairman (2017)

Sarah O’Boyle (Shrewsbury)

Leonie Henderson (Stour Valley 1)

Frances Good (West Sussex)

Alison Osborne (Wimbledon)

Editor 
(2019) 

Carolyn Mills (Cheltenham 3)

Scattered Group Secretary
(2017)

Madeleine Tattersall (London)
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Regional Forums 
and Communications

(2019)

Minutes and Literature 
Secretary 

(2017)

We now have a Website Manager who is not a member of the Executive Committee 
and she may be contacted via website@wivesfellowship.org.uk

Clare Featherby (Wimbledon)

Jane Colman (Solihull))

National Events Secretary
(2019)

Ann Constable (Shrewsbury)

Direct Mailing Trial

We would love to receive your comments on the effectiveness of the direct mailing of 
Grapevine to you. Sally is going to update the list until we have it all working smoothly, so
please let her know of any inaccuracies in your address details, or any change of address in
future, so the information can be correct for the next time. 

Contact editor@wivesfellowship.org.uk
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

New Members of Executive

Carolyn Mills – Grapevine Editor
I have been a member of the Cheltenham branches for over 25 years. When I first
joined we were Wives’ and Seniors, but following amalgamation we split into 3 all-
age groups and I am now a member of Cheltenham 3. I have been the Secretary
and Programme Secretary and have recently finished a three year stint as Chairman.
I thoroughly enjoy being part of WF and have made so many good friends along the
way.
I was the secretary of a cricket club for 13 years, which, as an avid cricket follower
was an absolute pleasure. The role also involved organising cricket teaching in
local schools which was great fun. I also worked in a chemical trading business
until several years ago.
I have two children, a married son who lives in London and newly-married daughter
who lives in Kenya. I belong to a walking group, a book club and enjoy playing
tennis.

Ann Constable  – National Events Secretary
I’ve been a member of Shrewsbury WF for over 30 years, joining when our daughter
was a baby. I’m a Shropshire lass who came back to my home county after living in
Wales, Texas and Surrey and then introduced my husband to the delights of living
“up north”. We have two grown up children, our daughter got married in 2018 and
lives in Shropshire and our son David is getting married in 2019 and lives in
Pembrokeshire.
After studying degrees in Botany and Zoology, I’ve been very fortunate to have had
a varied working life. This has included a research post at University of Houston;
being a housemistress and teacher at an independent school; working in business
in marketing and area management; and in the charity sector in business
development and event management. 
With often working full time my time at WF has been varied. I’ve served as
chairman, secretary and Regional Day chair. I’m now retired and more involved with
our local church and community. I love gardening, walking and nature rambles. I’m
a keen photographer and enjoy travelling too. I volunteer with West Midlands
Butterfly conservation and at a local nature reserve.

Clare Featherby – Regional Forums and Communications
After qualifying as a nurse in 1980, I married William, a barrister. We have 10
children, five boys and five girls, and I now have one grandchild. 
I joined Women in Fellowship in 1988 after I had produced four children. The
Fellowship was a life saver, and I am extremely grateful for all their support. I have
been chair of the Wimbledon Branch of the fellowship for 18 months. 
I went back to work after the youngest child started school. I did a return to practise
nursing course and then opted to work in schools to be with the children in the
school holidays. In the last few years, I was very involved in adolescent mental
heath which was occasionally stressful. I became a JP in 2008, working in the
criminal and the family courts. I retired from nursing last year, and I now have more
time to give to the Fellowship.
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FELLOWSHIP MATTERS

Welcome to the 200th Edition of Grapevine. It's
quite a milestone in our history.

I would like to begin by saying how much I am
looking forward to my new role as Editor.

As you know, Sally Davies has now stepped down
from the role and has left very big shoes for me to fill.
I promise I will do my best! Sally must take full credit
for this edition of Grapevine as the work is done
much earlier in the year in order to meet the printing
and distribution date. I would like to thank Sally for
the guidance and help she has provided, it has been
much appreciated.

As always, your reports, prayers and articles will be
very welcome and if you are able to send
photographs then please do so. If they cannot be
included in Grapevine then they will be available on
the website. If you feel there is something you would
like included in the magazine then do let me know.
We are always open to your suggestions.

WF is a wonderful organisation, full of fellowship,
encouragement and enthusiasm. Your submissions
endorse those words and I look forward to receiving

all your news with interest. Please do not hesitate to
contact me should you have any questions.

I wish you all a happy and peaceful summer.

Branch Reports for Winter Grapevine copy date
30th September 2019 

I would like to invite the following branches to send
their annual report for the Winter Grapevine:
Abergavenny, Aldershot, Bristol II, Bury St Edmunds,
Cambridge, Chelmsford, Cheltenham II, Coventry,
East Anglia Scats, Eastbourne, East Cheshire, Epsom,
Guildford, Harrogate, Leamington Spa & Warwick II,
London, Mid Herts 1, Middle Thames, North
Cheshire, North London, Northampton, Richmond
and Twickenham, Rugby I & II, Salisbury Plain,
Sanderstead, Sherborne, Shrewsbury, South Trent,
Wimbledon, Winchester III, Woldingham, Worcester
and Woodbridge. 

Please send all copy to
editor@wivesfellowship.org.uk by 30th
September 2019. Thank you.

Carolyn Mills Editor

Editor's Message

As mentioned at our AGM, the Executive is in the early stages of commissioning a new website. As well
as incorporating our new title in the domain name, it will be easier to navigate for members and simpler
to manage behind the scenes. We shall keep you informed of our progress.

Website News

A note for your
diary

The next AGM and Regional Forums
Wednesday 1st April 2020
Following discussion at the 2019 AGM, Executive has decided to trial a 
combined AGM and Regional Forum in April 2020. Thus there will be no 
Regional Forums in 2019. A letter has been sent out from Leonie and is available on the website.
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ST CHRISTOPHER’S REPORT

The annual Wives’ visit to St Christopher’s took
place on Friday 28 September. As usual, this
proved to be a most rewarding and enjoyable
day.   
It started with coffee and cakes with the opportunity
to mix with St Christopher’s staff and other Wives of
which there were 27 from 10 branches. We were
pleased to see a large number of Wives for whom this
was their first visit as well as several who had come
at least once before. After a welcome from Liz Bryan,
Director of Education and Training, we split into three
groups for a tour of the hospice. We saw many of the
facilities for day patients including the delightful
gardens and the gym, ending in the Pilgrim Room for
our service. This a lovely room with a beautiful
stained-glass window behind the altar. The service
was taken by the Rev Dr Andrew Goodhead on the
theme of good neighbours. The lesson, the story of
the Good Samaritan, was read by Sarah O’Boyle and
the address was given by Steph Turner, St
Christopher’s Compassionate Neighbours Lead, who
talked about her work to establish relationships
between volunteers and frail elderly people. 
Following an excellent lunch and more time to talk,
we moved to the lecture room for presentations from
the bursary students. These are students from less
wealthy countries who benefit from two weeks of
study and support during a multi-professional week

and clinical placement. These two weeks enable them
to return to their own countries with a better
knowledge and understanding of palliative care. In
2018, there was a Palliative Doctor from Bangladesh,
a Nurse from Turkey and a Senior Nurse from Guyana.
They all gave excellent presentations telling us about
palliative care in their home countries and what they
had done and learnt while at St Christopher’s. Some
months after the students return home, they write a
report on how they have put what they learnt into
practice. We received a report from Dion Bachmann,
Education Business Manager, on what the 2017
students done on their return.  
St Christopher’s Annual Visit 2019
This year the visit will be similar to the one in 2018
but will be a little later in the year because of changes
to the timing of the multi-professional week attended
by the students. The visit will now take place on
Friday, 18 October. It is hoped that those living
further away from Sydenham will also be able to
come on the visit making use of the modestly priced
Bed and Breakfast accommodation with easy access
to St Christopher’s. St Christopher’s have a list of this
accommodation for those attending activities there.
More details and application forms are available on
the WF website in the St Christopher’s section.

Frances Good

St Christopher’s Annual Visit 2018

Coffee at St Christopher's
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THE WF CENTRAL AGM

Women in Fellowship AGM, 3rd April, 2019

Once again, Benn Hall in Rugby was the venue
for our 2019 AGM. 

As is normal on these occasions, members from the
far corners of the UK left home very early on
Wednesday morning to travel to Rugby in time for
coffee. Early morning traffic, serious hold ups on the
motorways are always a fear and this year proved no
exception. The Worcester Wives hit an accident on
the M6 very early on in their journey and arrived in
Rugby just in time for lunch!  We travelled to Rugby
full of anticipation, the important votes on our new
Constitution and name change were behind us; we
must now look forward to new challenges and hopes
for our Fellowship and the part each one of us can
play in it.

Opening prayers were led by Amanda de Haast and
Mita Johnson, both retiring
members of Executive.  Our
chairman Sarah O’Boyle gave
her usual warm welcome and
introduced each member of
Executive. The table on the stage
was covered by the WF table
cloth, which has been the
custom for many years, and
three beautiful flower
arrangements.  This looked very
attractive and helped to set the
tone for our business meeting.

Sarah thanked Julia Pirie, who had stepped in as
Regional Forum Secretary over the past year.  The
new Constitution was read by Jane Colman.  The
minutes of the previous AGM, having been previously
circulated, were confirmed and signed.

Sarah (Central Chairman) reported she had visited,
and been welcomed by, many branches; sadly three
branches had closed. She reminded the meeting that,
at the start of her chairmanship, she had three main
aims: to increase membership, to have greater
collaboration with St. Christopher’s and to revise the
Constitution.  She was, therefore, pleased to report
that some branches had increased their membership,
although overall membership was down; requests for
New Members’ Packs were up.  WF had funded a
Study Day, organised by St. Christopher’s, in June
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THE WF CENTRAL AGM

last year and planned to do the
same in 2019 entitled, “End of
Life Care and Heart Failure”. As
before, local branches would be
involved, this was felt to be an
extremely good idea.  Lastly the
Constitution had been re-written
and our name changed.  Sarah
emphasised that even if our
name had changed, our values
had not. 

Leonie Henderson (Central
Secretary) thanked Executive for
their support in her new job.
The challenges of Mailchimp
and GDPR had to be faced and she apologised for
any shortcomings.  Current lists of branch chairmen
and secretaries would be included in the next issue of
Grapevine; the latter would be circulated to each
individual member soon.  Leonie thanked branches
for their hospitality.

Alison Osborne (Central Treasurer) gave an
encouraging Treasurer’s Report.  Income was slightly
less this year and expenditure up.  This was due to
increased travel costs for Executive Meetings and
lower membership, the latter now stands at 2,700.
£43,000 has been given by branches to St.
Christopher’s, plus a further donation of £5,000 from
General Funds was made. Alison was budgeting to
break even this year and did not plan to raise the
Quota in 2020; a further donation to St. Christopher’s
from General Funds was possible.  BOC fund stood at
just under £30,000.    

Under Ordinary Resolutions, the Accounts were
adopted, Churchgate Accountants Ltd. were
appointed independent examiners for 2019 and the
2020 Quota was confirmed at £8 per member.

Executive’s reports had been circulated prior to this
meeting by email. Sarah asked for questions on
these. CHARITY: with regard to the forthcoming St.
Christopher’s Study Day, it was asked why more
notice is not given to branches to enable them to
arrange support for their local hospice.  Information
is sent out as soon as possible by WF but we are very

much in the hands of the Hospice and have to live
within their constraints.   Where several branches live
within the same catchment area of one local hospice,
this would be taken into consideration and managed
by St. Christopher’s.

Clearly it was with huge pleasure the new Executive
Members were introduced to us – Ann Constable
(Shrewsbury) as the new National Events Secretary:
Carolyn Mills (Cheltenham 3) as Editor and Clare
Featherby (Wimbledon) as the new Regional Forum
Secretary.  It was felt that having two members from
Wimbledon on Executive (Alison Osborne was
already a member) did not matter in the
circumstances. Mita Johnson would continue as
Website Secretary until a new Website Manager could
take over later this year.  

Our Autumn Conference entitled “Celebrating
Women” would be held in Guildford, Surrey from 29-
30 October, 2019, Margaret Foulkes outlined the
details of this conference:  Registration from 12.00
noon onwards, followed by optional tours of
Guildford. The Service would be held at 3.30pm in
Holy Trinity Church, followed by tea.  One central
dinner party would be held in the Harbour Hotel. The
second day would be held just a short distance from
Guildford in St. Catherine’s School, Bramley; three
exciting speakers had been chosen – Fiona Reynolds,
Linda Smith and Rev. Christopher Herbert.

Margaret made this sound very enticing and hoped it
would be well supported.
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THE WF CENTRAL AGM

In Any Other Business, Sarah announced that Alison
would be Vice Chairman next year.

Sally, as a retiring member of Executive, closed the
AGM with a prayer.

This was followed, before and after lunch, with
presentations by Executive.  Delegates met in small
groups, led by a member of Executive, to discuss the
matters raised. The views expressed will be
considered fully by Executive at a later date for
possible implementation. 

Presentations: The aim of this was to find new
ways of working.

Sarah emphasised the importance of our website
which was about to be updated. She asked all branch
officers to pass on information to their members.

Amanda outlined the WF calendar. There has been a
decline in WF membership and for many reasons
national events were not as well supported as in the
past, although St. Christopher’s Open day and the
Fellowship Retreat were well supported and worked
well. Holding our AGM in Rugby had proved to be
successful but should this meeting be much shorter
and if so what could we do with the extra time, how
could this be used wisely?  Could we combine the
AGM with Founders’ Meeting?

Founders’ Meeting – numbers were down for Bury
St. Edmunds this year.  Epsom had agreed to
organise this in 2020. 

Autumn Conference - Cheltenham had agreed to
arrange this in 2021 but no branch had offered for
2020.  Would it be a good idea to hold this event in a
Christian Conference Centre like The Hayes,

Swanwick?  Local branches could be asked to help.

Regional Forums Julia – should the Northern
Model be used where a permanent/central venue is
used and branches take it in turns to provide food?
Could Regional Forums organise simple Regional
and Fellowship Days?  Should we re-think the
formula of these and encourage Forums to grow?

BOC - has the time come to discontinue this?  The
same things are discussed every three years, it takes
a huge amount of time to organise and is costly.
Could this money be spent more wisely?

After lunch  Finances - Alison -  branch treasurers
will now have to change bank accounts, following our
change of name; a copy of the new constitution can
used for this.  She encouraged branches to try
internet banking, this is easy and only one signatory
is required.  Branch treasurers should have more
money to spend now that the Quota has been
lowered.  Subscriptions too could be lowered. Why
are some branches holding large sums of money in
the bank?

Recruitment - Sarah and Frances challenged
branches to rethink how they sell themselves.  Are we
too stuck in our old ways, should we be more open
and think radically?  Frances has read that 9 million
people are lonely in our country, how do we reach out
to them?  We must take branch recruitment more
seriously and seek out potential members.  Use as
many ways as possible to advertise our meetings and
to publicise WF.

Report kindly composed by Janet Wright 
(photos – Ann Constable)
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Our Fellowship is with Christ and one with another

Women in Fellowship is an interdenominational Christian women’s fellowship. It was founded in 1916 within
the Church of England and holds no collective views on political or controversial matters.

The aim is for Christian women to meet together to uphold and share the Christian ideals of fellowship,
marriage and family life. The Fellowship is intended to be a source of spiritual strength and refreshment. There
shall be a balance between spiritual, social and intellectual activities.

The Fellowship is not a registered charity nor is it a fund-raising organisation.

The Fellowship supports one specific charity, currently national and international education and research at St
Christopher’s Hospice in Sydenham, London.

Women in Fellowship Statement

General Fund

The Income and Expenditure account for 2018 shows
a surplus on the General Fund of £9,378 (2017
£13,912). 

The decrease on the previous year has mostly arisen
due to a slight reduction in quota income due to
falling membership and also higher Executive
committee travel costs. In addition, a donation of
£5,000 (as disclosed at last year’s AGM) was paid
from Central funds. The surplus for 2018 was
budgeted to be £14,800 but this did not include the
St Christopher’s donation.

With the 2019 quota at its current level of £8 per
member the surplus for 2019 is budgeted as £420.
We therefore expect that the accumulated WF General
funds which are currently £74,824 to remain roughly
the same by the end of 2019. This is still a
substantial amount of money for an organisation to be
holding and which has not been set aside for a
designated purpose. The Executive committee are
considering this carefully, but we do not propose any
reduction in the quota for 2020.  

St Christopher’s Fund

All branch donations are now being made direct to St
Christopher’s who will continue to claim Gift Aid

refunds where appropriate. As disclosed at last year’s
AGM a donation of £5,000 was paid from Central
funds. 

The St Christopher’s secretary and I are regularly
informed by St Christopher’s of the donations made
by the branches and in 2018 these totalled
£48,185.33 including the donation from Central
funds. 

The Central Executive will consider making a
donation to St Christopher’s during 2019 having
taken into account the available funds, the level of
branch donations and also the proposed projects
suggested by St Christopher’s

Branch Officers’ Conference Fund

Following the combined AGM/BOC last year which
cost £12,673, this fund has fallen in 2018 to
£28,618. If the BOC continues in a similar format
there will be ample funds remaining for another in
2021 (and also in 2024). It is unlikely in the next few
years, but if further funds are deemed necessary
consideration will need to be given a year in advance
in order to reinstate the BOC element of the quota.  

Alison Osborne
Central Treasurer, March 2019
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT for the year ended 31 December 2018

2018                           2017 
General Fund                                                                                  £                 £                                  £                       £
Income                                                                                                                                                     
Quotas                                                                                                      28,469                                                  29,375 
Advertising                                                                                                      169                                                       263 
Sale of literature (net)                                                                                   1,088                                                    1,240 
Increase in value of stock held                                                                       (221)                                                         36
Magazine sales for honorary members                                                             644                                                       532
Founders Day 2017                                                                                         213                                                       386
Retreat 2017 (formerly Fellowship conference)                                                 133                                                       291
St. Christopher's Bursary Day (net)                                                                     22                                                         83
Bank interest (gross)                                                                                        752                                                       764
                                                                                                          ──────                             ──────
                                                                                                                 31,269                                                  32,970
Less: Expenditure                                                                                                                              
AGM expenses (net)                                                                                                                                                      245 
AGM travel expenses – delegates                                                                                                                               3,597 
Event expenses – Executive committee                                      1,292                                                       
Travel expenses – Executive committee                                      4,805                                                      
                                                                                                                    6.097                                                    4,471
Sundry Executive committee expenses                                                             496                                                       466 
Hire of rooms                                                                                                        -                                                       140
Postage, stationery & telephone                                                                       671                                    
Website and hosting fees                                                                                 401                                                       367  
Magazine & book costs                                                                                 7,254                                                    7,392
Independent examiner's fee                                                                           1,200                                                    1,200 
Insurance                                                                                                         660                                                       623 
Sundry expenses                                                                                              112                                                       145 
Donation to St Christopher’s                                                                         5,000                                                           -
                                                                                                          ──────                             ──────
                                                                                                                 21,891                                              19,058
                                                                                                          ──────                             ──────
Surplus on General Fund                                                                      9,378                                              13,912
                                                                                                                                                                                          

Charity fund
Donations received                                                                            -                                                 847                         
Interest received                                                                                -                                                     1                        
Donations to St Christopher's Hospice                                                -                                           (6,054)                         
                                                                                ──────                            ──────                         
                                                                                                                                                                                    (5,206)
Branch Officers' Conference fund
Quotas                                                                                               -                                              5,545                        
BOC/AGM 2018 Event expenses                                                8,834                                                      -
BOC/AGM 2018 Delegate travel expenses                                  3,839                                                      -
                                                                                ──────                                 ──────
                                                                                                               (12,673)                                                    5,545
                                                                                                          ──────                            ––––––––––
Total (deficit)/surplus                                                                             (3,295)                                                  14,251 
                                                                                                          ══════                             ══════

Income and expenditure
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT for the year ended 31 December 2018

                                                                                                            2018             2017
                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                      £                 £                       £                     £

Current assets
Stock                                                                                                     1,119                                    1,304                       
Debtors and prepayments                                                                        5,743                                    1,953
Cash at bank and in hand                                                                      97.780                                104,644                        
                                                                                                       ────                        � ────                         
                                                                                                          104,642                                107,937                        
                                                                                                       ────                            ────                        

Current liabilities
Independent examiners' fee                                                                     1,200                                    1,200                        

                                                                                                                                                                                            

Net current assets                                                                                         103,442                                 106,737
                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                           ────                               ────
Net assets                                                                                                      103,442                                 106,737 

                                                                                                                           ════                               ════

Funds                                                                                                                                                           

General fund                                                                                                              74,824                                     65,446  

Branch Officers' Conference fund                                                                                28,618                                     41,291  
                                                                                                             ────                                   ────
Total Funds                                                                                                           103,442                                  106,737

                                                                                                                           ════                                   ════

Balance Sheet
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AUTUMN CONFERENCE

Several Shrewsbury
members attended the
Autumn Conference kindly
hosted by Bristol III in
October 2018. We started
with a delightful visit to the
Botanical Gardens, where an
intriguing exhibition of optical
illusions was displayed.

After tasty cakes and cookies
with our tea, the service in St
Mary’s Church, Stoke Bishop,
was very thought provoking. Led
by the Cannon Reverend Mat
Ineson, the sermon was given by
his wife, Emma Ineson, an
inspirational speaker, who is a
Queen’s chaplain and Principal of Trinity Bible
College.

Sociable drinks in the adjoining room were followed
by a delicious meal, served in the church itself. It was
so nice to share fellowship all together over the meal,
and the evening ended with an absolutely fabulous
trio of singers, some of them daughters of local
members, who entertained us with a selection of
classical songs. Their gorgeous voices filled the
church with the most exquisite sounds, and sent us
home uplifted.  

Wednesday morning dawned bright and clear, and we
all negotiated the traffic out to BAWA for the days’
events. The first speaker was Katherine Hill LLB JP.
She is a director of ‘Care for the Family’, a national
charity whose aim is to strengthen family life and
offer practical help to families experiencing
difficulties. Katherine is especially knowledgeable on
issues involving parenting, grand parenting and has
recently written a book on the impact of devices and
the internet on teenagers and young children. She
certainly helped us to look at our own family
situations and relationships in a very positive way.

After a quick cup of coffee we regrouped to hear the
Reverend Dave Jeal. He told us about his violent past

as a football hooligan, and how eventually his life was
turned around by his dramatic conversion. He was an
‘angry and unhappy’ young man, he didn’t do well at
school, and found an outlet for his frustration and
anger with like minded people at football matches,
often going to a match with the intention of ending up
in a fight. He hit rock bottom when he thought he was
going to be arrested abroad when a football fan was
seriously injured. He began to see things differently
when his mother started to work with the homeless at
a Christian Centre in Bristol, and he also got involved.
He met a Christian girl there, but she would only go
out for a drink with him if he came with her to church
first. Since then, nine years ago, his life has been
transformed and he has been ordained as a minister.
He has been working as a prison chaplain, and at a
parish church
in a deprived
area of Bristol,
He is now
training as
Royal Navy
Chaplain. He
was a most
inspirational
speaker. 

Autumn Conference 2018, Bristol III  – ‘Relationships’



After a interesting and
challenging morning,
lunch was extremely
welcome! It was both
tasty and plentiful,
accompanied by the
fun of meeting new
people and catching
up with old friends. 

We returned in the
afternoon to hear Jonathan Walker, an author of
military history and lecturer on  20th Century warfare.
Jonathan is a keen battlefield walker, he has visited
numerous sites of conflict across Europe, South
Africa, America and Asia. In the year that marked the
centenary of the end of the First World War, Jon
talked about the influence of the relationships
amongst some of the prominent leaders at that time.
He made the subject interesting and accessible to us
all, even those of us with very little previous
knowledge!

Sarah brought the day to a conclusion with thanks to
the three excellent speakers and to Bristol III for
organising such a wonderful event. Everything ran
smoothly and efficiently and the Conference was very
much enjoyed by us all. Huge thanks to the Bristol III
Conference Committee.
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Guildford Women in Fellowship very much
look forward to welcoming you to the Autumn
Conference 2019. We have put together a very
exciting programme on the theme of
‘’Celebrating Women.’’
On Tuesday 29th October registration and tea will
take place in the Trinity Centre, east of Holy Trinity
Church, High Street  and we will be offering short
tours around the nearby historic Abbots Hospital,
now sheltered accommodation, or highlights of
the High Street, its important buildings and wider
cultural links. Lunch can be taken in one of the
many local cafes and pubs. Our service will take
place late afternoon in Holy Trinity Church, and
after we will walk ten minutes to the Harbour
Hotel for dinner. It is our intention to
accommodate all members who wish to stay
overnight either with Guildford Wives or with
supporting WF branches.
On Wednesday 30th October we meet at St

Catherine’s School in
Bramley, just south of
Guildford. We have
three excellent
speakers for the day. Dame Fiona Reynolds,
who is the first female Master of Emmanuel
College Cambridge and has also been the first
woman to lead the National Trust.
Linda Smith is an entertaining and
knowledgeable speaker and Art historian. She
spoke in Guildford recently at the Book Festival
and was very well received.
The Right Reverend Christopher Herbert is
the former bishop of St Albans with an interest in
all forms of literature and is prolific author
himself.
I hope this gives you a flavour of our Conference.
It promises to be a stimulating and enjoyable
occasion, and we have allowed plenty of time for
fellowship too.

A note for your
diary

WF Autumn Conference 2019
– Guildford, 29th/30th October



BATH – 25 Members, 3 Honorary Members and 2 Associate Members

We have enjoyed an interesting year of meetings with
the added logistical bonus that several of the National
events were on our doorstep- Winchester, Bristol and
Salisbury.
We were able to take full advantage of attendance
numbers for Founders’ Meeting in May and the
Autumn Conference in September and enjoyed both
occasions immensely.
At home, we began our 2018 Programme with a talk
about the Astors and discovered much inside
information about Cliveden and its history.  We had a
talk on the Sudan by one of our members and later in
the year we studied the Heritage trail around Combe
Down village, with its Bath stone quarrying
connections.  We had a very happy ‘Plant and Book
swap’ at the home of one of our particularly
successful gardening members and raised a useful
sum for St. Christopher’s.  In July we travelled to
Lacock (NT) village and, after a delicious lunch at
King John’s Hunting Lodge, we had a guided tour
with the farmer of a very modern dairy farm, which
provides milk for Cadbury’s and for the local Lacock
dairy ice-cream, and which proved most
enlightening. Various Bath members accepted
invitations from neighbouring Branches and enjoyed
a lovely Lent service in the Bishop’s Palace chapel,
Wells, an exciting sea adventure with Sherborne and
a personal circus story with Salisbury.  Our spiritual
well-being has not been overlooked.  We had a

beautiful Lenten Prayer meeting which was led by the
lady who also arranges our monthly Quiet Time.  We
were all asked to provide material, quotations,
readings, hymns, with particular personal relevance
and these were woven into a gentle and uplifting
theme for the day.  We held an Ascension Service at
the tiny, pilgrim Chapel Plaister in May and Sarah
O’Boyle joined us for our Advent Service at St.
Nicholas Church, Winsley, in November.  
Many of these events were hosted and/or catered for
at the homes of generous Bath members, including
the two annual social Summer and Christmas parties
which benefit St Christopher’s.  We are very fortunate
in the continued support of our fellowship and
friendships. 
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BIRMINGHAM – 60 Members, 8 Honorary Members and 1 Associate Member

In 2018 our programme secretaries stood down and
so they decided to go out with a bang, organising for
us a wide ranging and interesting programme.  
Our Coffee mornings and Ploughman’s lunch
continue to be enjoyed and supported by many
members as they provide an ideal opportunity for a
chat and a chance to catch up on everyone’s news.
Many thanks to the members who agree to host these
informal events – it wouldn’t be quite the same in a
parish hall somewhere.  The evening Pancake Party
was very popular and we even allowed husbands to

join us at these festivities.
Our AGM and Lenten Talks were well attended and the
talk on 'Evacuation & Motherhood in WW2' by Prof
Maggie Andrews was eye opening to many of us.  So
many difficult decisions had to be made by mothers
(and fathers too) so we all learnt something that day.
Continuing on a similar theme, members visited the
hugely inspirational Fisher House.  Fisher House is a
"home away from home" for military patients and their
families on the site of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
Birmingham, which opened in 2013 and has since

The visit to Lacock Dairy



Another year has passed and we have enjoyed an
incredible variety of activities.  With reassessment of
responsibilities, we have made it less difficult to
recruit committee members.  We continue to meet
twice monthly in members’ homes.  We have
welcomed one new member and three are in the
process of joining us.
Some of the memorable meetings, included a talk
and tasting by a Kentish Cheesemaker, design in
Greenwich Park, Art at Easter, a preparation for Advent
by two of our members, work with the homeless and
an entertainment by Jan Carey on the life of Ivor
Gurney, poet and composer.
The committee hosted lunches were well received, as
was the joint Christmas party with Blackheath Wives’
Fellowship 2, when we were honoured and delighted
to entertain our Central Chairman.  We ended the

years’ programme with an Epiphany drinks party,
shared with partners and friends.

offered free accommodation for thousands of military
patients and their families.  Our links with our local
hospital were further strengthened when members
went for a walk in the grounds of the hospital to
admire all the work that goes on there.
The branch had a very busy December as we enjoyed
a talk on the 'Treasures of the Barber Institute'  by  Dr
Jennifer Young, sang carols at our annual carol
service and then it was standing room only at the
Christmas Drinks event to celebrate the end of
another successful year.
Good luck to the new committee in 2019 and many
thanks to those who have supported and continue to
support the branch in everything it does.
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BLACKHEATH 1 – 35 Members

Our first meeting of 2018 was a Burns Lunch with
poetry readings which was both amusing and
informative.  We had a fun Easter Lunch with Easter
egg painting - demonstrating how very artistic some
members are!  As usual we shared a lovely Easter
service with Blackheath I at Morden College in Lent.
The Summer term took us on two visits to the City.
The first to the Museum of London where we had an

extremely interesting talk on the Suffragettes and
followed a few weeks later by a visit to the Mithraeum
museum in in the Bloomberg Building.  The term’s
lectures were about the Arnolfini portrait and Gorillas,
Medicine and creative psychoneurosis.  In June we
visited Southwark Cathedral and had a very
interesting talk about the history of the Cathedral. We
ended the term with a delightful lunch in the hot

BLACKHEATH II – 22 Members and 1 Associate Member 

Blackheath I and II enjoying their joint Christmas event
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BRISTOL I – 31 Members  5 Honorary  Members and 2 Associate Members

Much of the focus of 2018 was to prepare for and
hold Autumn conference. This event had not been
held for 3 years as we celebrated our national
centenary in 2016 and there were no volunteers for
2017. We therefore did not know what to expect –
perhaps ‘Wives’ did not want to travel and we would

only have a few guests resulting in what would be a
Bristol heavy Regional Day. In any case, since we last
held Conference in 2008, our available
accommodation had dwindled so we could only offer
limited overnight accommodation – would this put
‘Wives’ off? With trepidation, we ploughed on. By the

BRISTOL III – Report & photos Wendy Hughes

sunshine in one of our newer member’s  beautiful
garden.
Our Autumn term started with our joint service with
Blackheath I.  A few of our members then enjoyed a
retreat to the Abbey in West Malling. We then made a
trip to the Beefeater Gin Distillery in Kennington.
November started with a fun lunchtime singalong and
later in the month we had a fascinating lecture on
‘Women and Historical Piracy’. We ended 2018 with
our joint Christmas Lunch at Stone House, very
generously organised and hosted by Yvonne Horsfall
Turner, who had also arranged for an excellent young
opera singer to entertain us after the delicious lunch.
We were very fortunate in that Sarah O’Boyle joined
us for this lovely end to our year.

We have had a good year with a number of interesting
speakers 
Our talks ranged from ‘My life in the WRNS’ – sadly
the speaker Pamela has since died, ‘From Gypsy to
Hotelier’, working with the Sailors Society, Taj and
Tigers and Progress and Discoveries in Tyntesfield.
We joined the other two groups in Bristol for talks
entitled ‘Head into Spring’ with your best colours and
‘Volunteering with the Red Cross’ and also for the two
Lent talks. Food always brings out the best in our
Branch and our husbands and wives’ parties were
well attended as was the summer tea in Pamela
Halford’s Garden (which looked pretty good despite
the drought of last summer!) and our tradition
Christmas entertainment at Shena Jones.
We are a dwindling branch and report the death of
one of our longest standing members (honorary by
now), Doreen Cornwell. Two members have resigned.
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Another year has flown by and we have enjoyed
another interesting and varied programme with the
usual mix of spiritual, social and informative
meetings.  We started the year with a talk from a
delightful member of the Salvation Army.  She gave
us a valuable insight into her life experience and
dedication as an officer in this very well respected
organisation.  The love, self sacrifice and
commitment involved certainly made us all think.
A talk on paper making in the Canterbury area, a talk
on Rwanda, a yoga afternoon and a coffee morning

with plant sale were all happy, informative and
sociable occasions.
On the spiritual side our Lent meeting was a
thoughtful afternoon, with paintings and prose, spent
in a cosy yurt in the Kent countryside.  Later in the
summer we had a quiet morning at Minster Abbey
and joined the Nuns for their mid day devotions.  Our
Autumn service, in a member’s Parish Church, was
as well attended as ever and focussed on the
devotion of women to Christ.
Social events are, as always, very popular, giving

closing date, our fears were confirmed, we only had
two thirds of our budgeted number to make the
conference feasible – we extended the closing date
and finally reached our break-even target. We would
go ahead. If nothing else the support, enthusiasm
and team work of the branch was a true expression of
commitment and loyalty. Several meetings for the
conference took place as part of our annual
programme, many were planning meetings, but one
involved a big sing, when a professional conductor
raised our enthusiasm, by training us up to develop a
choir for the Conference service. We had a session
with paper, scissors and guillotine and lots of
kneeling on the floor to prepare paperwork and table
decorations.  We had fun and lots of fellowship and
in the end we had 180 attendees including Bristol

Wives and although not what we set out to do, we
were able to send a substantial donation to St
Christopher’s.

CANTERBURY – 34 Members and 2 Honorary Members
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us the opportunity to get to know newer members
and their husbands.
Sadly we lost two long standing members last year
but are happy to report two new members and several
more potential new recruits.  Happily our branch was

represented at all National events by long standing
members, but it seems difficult to encourage newer
members to take the plunge!  The main importance is
that we all thoroughly appreciate the friendship and
support found with one another.

There were several good talks this year.  The story of
a ‘Cotswold Dairy' was given by the grandson of the
founder, who started the dairy over 80yrs ago and is
still expanding.  A talk with interesting slides past and
present of the history, incorporating his own deep
religious influences into his life and work.  He kindly
brought along all the ranges of milk, cream, yoghurts,
butter and cheese for us to sample or take home to
try.  A good salesman!  
Another talk was given by the General Manager of
Cotswold RDA (Riding for the Disabled). The choice
of horse with the right temperament is of key
importance.  Three volunteers are required per rider, a
leader and two side walkers.  Thirteen horses give
half hour lessons Monday to Friday and Sunday
mornings and includes an after school club, the RDA
also put on tea parties for people suffering with
dementia. There are many volunteers of all ages and
they are always wanting more.  A new stable block
opened in 2018 to celebrate 50 years and a decision

was reached to brighten up an uninteresting length of
outside wall by making an enclosed beach which
incorporated lots of sand, flower boxes and pots,
table and chairs. This has proved very popular with
everybody.  
We continue to hold meetings in members’ homes.
The two coffee mornings held at the beginning of the
Spring and Autumn programme are much enjoyed, as
is the raffle and bring & buy table raising money for
St Christopher’s.  Our planned walks with a pub
lunch are proving popular and we have found a good
venue now in one of the local golf clubs for holding
our Christmas Lunch. The Summer Lunch is
organised by the committee and the puds made by
members are always delicious.   
We have had a few new members in the last two
years who bring new ideas and enthusiasm  to our
fellowship.  Sadly we report the death of two of our
long standing members.

CHELTENHAM I – 47 Members  and 3 Honorary Members
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Last year we were entertained, informed, inspired,
uplifted, exercised and of course, well fed. 
Highlights included a very enjoyable interactive
performance paying tribute through words and song
to comedy duos of the 20th century, followed by the
fascinating history of SS Great Britain, built in Bristol
by Isambard Kingdom Brunel; the first 300’ iron
hulled ship with a pioneering screw propeller.
Launched as a luxury transatlantic liner in 1843, she
made the 15 day crossing from Liverpool to New York
4 times before ramming into N Ireland’s coastline.
Over the next 50 years she transported emigrants to
Australia, troops to the Crimean War, coal to San

Francisco, limping back in 1970 to her birthplace, to
be renovated into the resplendent exhibit we see now. 
The season closed with a gorgeous summer lunch in
a member’s garden, whilst the autumn brought us
talks on magisterial duties given by one of our
members, the lives of Edith Cavill and St Kenelm, as
well as a fascinating talk on the textile industry in the
local Stroud valley, which in 1700’s boasted 170
mills producing blue cloth for the Royal Navy and
crimson for military and postman’s uniforms right up
until 1960’s. 
The year closed with a wonderful Christmas lunch
back at the beautiful Cowley Manor.

CHELTENHAM III – 43 Members and 1 Honorary Member

Thanks to our imaginative joint programme
secretaries, we have enjoyed a lively and interesting
programme.  Speakers on such diverse subjects as
chocolate, “The Spitfire Girls”, the John Lewis
Partnership, Syria and Lebanon, glass, waste
management and Uppark House have been enjoyed.
Although our numbers are down we still derive much
pleasure from meeting up as a Fellowship, sharing
and supporting one another.  
As happens in other branches, the subject of our
support for the one charity, St. Christopher’s
Hospice, crops up from time to time.  With this in
mind, we were delighted to learn of WF’s
sponsorship of the study day, organised in London in

June 2018 by St. Christopher’s, and entitled “Living
and Dying in Old Age”.  Staff from special units all
over the country were expected to attend.  As
suggested by Sarah, we contacted our local hospice,
St. Wilfrid’s in Chichester, only to discover the staff
there were already very excited about this important
event.  We paid the travel costs of two nurses and
subsequently invited them to share with us the
benefits they received from this experience. In return
they have invited us to visit their hospice later this
year.  Our members have appreciated this link
between St. Christopher’s and our own much-loved
local hospice.

CHICHESTER – 27 Members and 3 Honorary Members 
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We have managed to increase our membership by
five this year thanks to our wonderful chairman, Sally
Davidson.  However, we have lost one longstanding
member, Troth Shepherd, who died peacefully in her
sleep in March aged 96 years. Troth had been a
member of Cotswold for twenty years and will be
greatly missed.
We have a talented membership and in consequence
we have enjoyed some ‘in house’ lectures. These

included five retired doctors who reminisced about
their training and early days as qualified doctors.
One member, Muriel Passey interviewed Sir Peter
Kyle OBE who talked about Shakespeare and the
Globe Theatre.  Muriel then returned and gave us a
fascinating talk on ‘The History in your Coffee Cups’.
Some of us visited Chelsea Royal Hospital, which
was hugely enjoyed, and our Summer Outing was to
Brockworth House and Garden.  

COTSWOLD – 44 Members  and 1 Associate Member 

Haywards Heath Wives’ Fellowship has had a
successful and happy year. We have been joined by
two new members, but have lost two. We sadly lost
Mary Gooch, a much loved member, who has been
with Wives’ Fellowship for many years. The other
member we have lost was Carol Hocken who has
emigrated to Australia to start an exciting new life to
live near her daughter and her daughter's family.
Our speakers this year have been excellent. “SOE –
Special Operations Executive – Churchill's Secret
Army” stood out, sharing facts we were not aware of
previously. We had a very successful “DIY” meeting
titled  “Bring a Treasure”. Members brought
something they treasured and shared their story as to
why it was so precious. Some of our members went

on a short holiday to Birmingham, discovering just
how much the city had to offer. They also made the
most of fellowship and time spent with each other.
Our Flock coffee mornings continue to be very
successful. They give us the opportunity to get to
know each other better over coffee and cake.
Claire George and her husband lent their house and
beautiful garden for our Summer Lunch. The  
weather was glorious – a real English sunny June
day. We were prepared for rain with several gazebos.
There was no rain but the shelter they afforded from
the sun was very welcome. Our Christmas lunch was
held at the Rawson Hall in Bolney and again it was a
great success.
Our voting on the new Constitution and name went

HAYWARDS HEATH – 54 members and 3 Honorary members



Our membership remains almost constant, having
this year lost two members and gained one. Even
when leaving, members have said how much they
valued the love and friendship enjoyed during their
time with us. Fellowship – this is what we are about. 
The most popular and well attended meetings
throughout the year have been the informal coffee
mornings and lunches when two committee members
invite their “chicks” to one home and share the
pleasures of being hostess. 
Lenten Quiet Hour in March was in the lovely setting
of Hyning Hall, a retreat centre run by nuns. The
theme was based on “Suffering” in all its forms and
in particular how it is addressed by The Hospice
Movement and us as Carers throughout our lives as
we are called to “be there” for friends and family. This
is a most treasured part of our regular annual
worship, being prayerful and quietly reflective. 
Afternoon Tea in June was enjoyed in the relaxed
setting of The Loft Tearoom at Greenlands Farm
Village. The garden meeting was in the home of one
of our members on a lovely summer’s day with
excellent home baked afternoon tea. For members
perhaps not able to get away, there was the August
lunch at The Fleece Inn in Dolphinholme. After the
summer break the opening September Service theme
was “The Fruit of the Spirit”, including gentleness,
goodness, love, peace, meekness, temperance, faith,
joy, longsuffering. In October the Guest Luncheon
Speaker was Mike Hardy who took us on an

interesting historical tour of our local Lancaster Grand
Theatre, bringing back many memories. The
Christmas meeting was a delightful mix of music,
carols, poetry and readings, many seen through the
eyes of a child through different decades, giving a
different perspective on the many meanings of
Christmas. 
As well as meetings incorporating the sharing of
good food and worship, other subjects included
Attitudes to Religion, NHS Blood Bikes, and Bobbin
Lacemakers. One of our members gave a fascinating
illustrated talk on her “Impressions of Vietnam and
Cambodia” and a husband, experienced amateur
ornithologist and lecturer on cruises, spoke on “The
Life of the Dipper”. 
The two Discussion Groups have been active
throughout the year, meeting on Thursday mornings
in members’ homes. These are very valued small
groups and in many cases have been attended for
countless years, reading together and discussing
books which lead to spiritual growth and guidance
relevant to today’s complicated world. 
Members, led by example by our Chairman Cathy
Hartley, have attended many National Wives Events
this year including BOC, Founders’ Meeting in
Winchester, St. Christopher’s Open Day, Sheffield
Fellowship Day and the Autumn Conference in
Bristol. With the Special Resolutions voting
information, discussions and final voting it has made
for a busy year

LANCASTER – 52 Members and 1 Honorary Member
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well with a few interesting viewpoints put forward.
Also, in May 2018 the new Data Protection Law came
into place. Wives’ Fellowship, along with everyone
else, had to start to give evidence that all members
have agreed to share their contact details within the

fellowship. We are proud to say we complied with the

new regulations in time for the deadline.

We look forward to an equally successful and happy

2019.

O God, Grant us the serenity to accept the things that we cannot change, 
The courage to change the things that we can, And the wisdom to know the difference.

Reinhold Niebuhr

O God, Grant us the serenity to accept the things that we cannot change, 
The courage to change the things that we can, And the wisdom to know the difference.

Reinhold Niebuhr
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We are lucky to have a thriving branch with several
new members this year to enjoy our varied activities.
We have been informed and entertained by
knowledgable speakers, Tyntesfield and the
Himalayas being two of the subjects. 
Our outing in the summer was to the Charles Rennie
MacIntosh house in Northampton, (highly
recommended) and the sunny summer ensured a
successful plant sale and coffee morning, as well as

a country walk and tea in members’ gardens. We all
enjoyed a meeting in the Autumn when we welcomed
Sarah O'Boyle and three members talked about very
different "Times of Their Lives".
We have enjoyed two inspiring services with our
branch and one with Leamington and Warwick 2. Our
two book clubs run well and this year a popular
walking group has started (plus dogs). In spite of
increasing age we look forward to another happy year.

LEAMINGTON SPA & WARWICK I – 64 Members, 1 Honorary and 2 Associate Members 

‘Medway Towns Wives’ Fellowship 2018’
It is with a tinge of sadness that I typed the above
heading for the last time, although I personally agreed
that it was time to change our name to enable Wives
to move forward in modern times.  Our Chairman
Ursula Melhuish and I (as Secretary) attended the
National AGM and Branch Officer’s Conference in
High Leigh in Hertfordshire on 18th and 19th April
2018.  The main thrust of the conference was about
changing the name of Wives’ Fellowship and
updating the constitution.  Information and
presentations on this were given by the National
Committee and the Branch Officers were involved in
comprehensive workshops and discussions in order
to help the National Committee to finally prepare the
resolutions for all members to vote on in their branch
AGM meetings in 2019. 
Our programme for 2018 was varied and interesting.
In March we held our Quiet day in Rochester
Cathedral, meeting with Canon Rachel Phillips for

quiet reflections based on a hymn and works of art in
the beautiful Ithamar Chapel in the crypt.   At that
time Rochester Cathedral was privileged to be
hosting South East England’s contribution to an
amazing international project commemorating the
70,273 women, men and children who lost their lives
as part of the Aktion T4 programme between January
1940 and August 1941.  In the words of Lucy Horner,
exhibition co-ordinator, the project was, “a mass
petition for love and humanity, being signed in
stitches from people all over the world.”                                                                       
In April, David Jenner, our printer, talked extremely
enthusiastically about his passionate interest in
photography and encouraged a great deal of audience
participation, at the same time as showing us some
of his beautiful and skilful pictures.
Martin Sissons, a Director of the Medway Charity
called Emmaus explained how they collected second
hand furniture and sold it in order to help to house
the homeless.  The garden meeting was held on a

MEDWAY TOWNS – 30 Members and 3 Honorary Members 
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sunny day in a very pretty garden belonging to one of
our members and raised £200 for St Christopher’s by
selling plants, cakes and paperback books. The
summer meeting in July was to the historic Provender
House outside of Faversham in Kent, which is where
the Romanoff family lived in England.  Princess Olga
was quite a character and took us on a tour of the
house and gave us an entertaining and passionate
talk about the Romanoff family history.
Gayne Wells gave us a fascinating insight into the
History of the Livery Companies in London.  He
belongs to the worshipful Company of Makers of
Playing Cards which is one of the early Trade Guilds
to be established in London in 1628.  Geoff Ettridge
was very articulate and enthralled us with local
history about life on Rochester’s home front.  In
November John Drewry came and spoke eloquently
about Beyond the call - Extreme nursing today. One
of the ladies with him dressed up in the nursing
costume of the period.  It was excellent and we raised
quite a lot of money towards the Nursing Memorial
appeal at the Staffordshire Arboretum.  
We all enjoyed our two social events at the end of the
year, firstly the Annual Guest Luncheon held at the
Upnor Yacht club, which as usual was a happy, warm
and friendly event and the Pies, Pates and Punch
lunch in December to finish off the year in good
spirits!
We currently have 30 members and 3 honorary
members.  Sadly we lost Monica Dray in January
2018 who has been greatly missed.  She was a
longstanding member who had held office, including
being Chairman in her time and contributed much to
the fellowship.  Like many other branches, we have
an ageing membership and are actively trying to
recruit new younger members. 
2018 was a wonderful year so we are looking forward
to an equally enjoyable year in 2019.

            

        

An individual has not started living until he can rise above the narrow confines
of his individualistic concerns to the broader concerns of all humanity.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Last year’s programme gave us a good balance being
both informative and thought provoking.
Our two church services gave us the opportunity to
be still and have quiet reflection together.
We  heard about the findings of mosaics in a nearby
village which are excavated each year making more
discoveries and so increasing the site. Unfortunately
the workings have to be covered over again as they
would be damaged if left to the vagaries of the
weather. We were impressed  by the workings of
Loose Ends, a local organisation which provides
meals and provisions for the homeless and
underprivileged, we were also reminded of the
wonderful work of St. Christopher’s hospice.  Mary
Hare school provides full-time education for deaf and
hard of hearing children from the ages of 5 to 18
years. It is a specialist school the only one of its kind
in the country so we were privileged to be able to be
told at first hand the dedication of the staff to their
work.

We enjoyed outings to the awe inspiring work of
Stanley Spencer in the Sandham Chapel  and to a
stunning local garden; on the hottest day of the year
we were welcomed to one of our member’s garden
who is talented in garden design, and finished the
afternoon enjoying strawberries and fizz.
We heard about the complex workings of NHS
finances and enjoyed an insight into a vet’s life.
As always food is a favourite subject with Wives and
thanks to our members we enjoyed afternoon tea with
feedback from the national AGM, mince pies and
coffee when we have a bring and buy sale the
proceeds being donated to St. Christopher’s, and a
special Advent tea.
The branch has changed over the years. When we
now find the need to give support to one another in a
variety of ways, but the core values of our Fellowship
remains in that the friendship and willingness to help
each other is still the hallmark of our branch.

NEWBURY – 37 Members and 1 Honorary Member

We had good attendance at all our varied meetings,
talks and outings in 2018.   Several of our members
attended events outside our region, which we are
encouraging so our branch can feel connected to the
wider Fellowship.    The weather played a part, the
Beast from the East filled the rural roads with snow so
our day at the local diocesan retreat was
postponed, and the guest lunch in the
summer was spent in the shade.    Our
Summer Outing took us to Cherryburn, a
National Trust property, and the workshop
of the etcher and printer, Thomas Bewick.
We learned to make printer’s ink, and
saw some original etchings. The teacher
made a special print for us of Durham
Cathedral which we later raffled for St
Christopher’s. Two members had a try
with the hand press. (see pictures).   We
had a lovely meeting in November, when

all were asked to contribute with ‘something about
Christmas’.  We had a variety of readings, poetry,
recollections of past times on the wards, special
decorations and Christmas in Iceland.   Switzerland
provided the food and drink, and we finished with
carols.   

NORTHUMBRIA – 24 members and 1 Honorary Member



Oxford Wives continues to thrive, being blessed with
the generosity of the local clergy who invite us to
worship at their churches at the beginning of each
term and to celebrate communion at Christ Church at
the end of the autumn term.  
Our summer outing in 2018 was a visit to Rippon
College, Cuddesdon. Preceded by lunch at the local
pub, we were welcomed by the Principal, the Rt.
Rev’d Humphrey Southern, and with some of those
responsible for the construction of the new Bishop
Edward King Chapel. The original theological college
was founded over 160 years ago, Ripon Hall was
incorporated in the 1970s and in 2012 the remaining
Sisters of St John the Baptist and the Good Shepherd
joined the Cuddesdon community.  Endowed by the
Cuddesdon Sisters, the chapel, built in 2013 in an
elliptical shape, is a fascinating and very beautiful

place to worship. The outing concluded with tea
made for us by the Sisters.
However our talks this year have covered a diverse
range of subjects amongst which we have learnt of
the origins of the English apple; why our heritage
matters; how to lead children to love poetry; the
origins of the Oxford and Cambridge boat race and for
our Lentern address "growing older boldly”.  As ever
we have had 'home grown’ meetings, a member’s
experience of the romance of India, sharing our
favourite poems and ‘the History and Mystery of
Christmas’.
Our Charity Lunch, a delicious meal provided by the
committee, was well attended and raised a generous
donation for St. Christopher's. 
Oxford Wives are looking forward to celebrating their
centenary in June 2019 in true Wives’ style.
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OXFORD – 51 Members and 1 Associate Member 

Snow dominated the beginning of 2018, causing the
AGM to be rearranged, and a meeting in February to
be cancelled.
Sharing food played an important role in many of our

meetings.  The Lenten Meditation was followed by an
enjoyable ploughman's lunch; an evening in April at
Waitrose with cheese and wine and our annual walk
on the Longshaw Estate in Derbyshire in May

SHEFFIELD – 28 Members and 4 Honorary Members

Thanks to our two very able Programme Secretaries
we have enjoyed some enlightening and lively
meetings.  In fact some of the best ones have been
given by members.  Following the last minute
cancellation last November due to ill health of one
speaker,  a swift alternative plan was made to
commemorate Armistice Day.  Members were asked
to bring readings, poems or memories that had a
personal connection to the war.  It was one of the
most moving meetings we have had due to the nature
of some of the contributions.    This year we were
delighted to have a talk by Julia Pirie, from the South
Trent Branch, who took us through the origins of
St.Valentine’s celebrations, accompanied by 10
readings which were distributed to attendees to read
out.  The audience participation was very
entertaining.

We are very sad to report the sudden death of Ruth
Robinson who was a valued member and who also
served on the Committee.   Due to her connection to
Southwell Minster, she helped to organise a most
enjoyable carol service and reception at the Minster
last December.   We were also sad to learn of the
death of three former members, Bette Harper, Lou
Dunn and Joyce Williams.
The centenary of the forming of the Nottingham
Branch of Wives’ Fellowship is in 2020.  We are
excited to be planning a day of celebration which will
take place next year, and anyone who has a past
connection with the Nottingham branch is asked to
get in touch with the Branch Secretary so they can be
notified as soon as a date is fixed and plans are
made. 

NOTTINGHAM – 59 Members and 5 Honorary Members 
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followed by lunch at the Estate cafe. Summer lunch
was well attended and we welcomed Sarah O'Boyle
on a lovely sunny day. August is our time for tea and
chat, a chance to catch up with friends.  During
October we held our guest lunch and for the first time
did not have a speaker.
We had two outings – a theatre visit to see ‘Mamma
Mia’ and a summer visit to Renishaw Hall Gardens to
gain inspiration for our own gardens.
Our spiritual meetings included the Lenten
Meditation, a demonstration of making an Easter
Garden, a quiet half hour and our annual Church
service in September. The highlight of the year was

our Fellowship Day in September which gave us an
opportunity to sit and reflect away from our busy lives
and to meet members from other branches. Again
Sarah O'Boyle plus other members from Executive
joined us. 
A talk on ‘Ration book fashion’ was like going back in
time, and we all wondered how we managed in those
distant days with very little choice in clothing
compared with today. A table decoration
demonstration allowed us to use our creative talents.
Three coffee mornings were held during the year and
we finished with Christmas carols, readings and
mince pies in December.

Our Coffee Mornings and Tea &
Fellowship Afternoons continue to
be the cornerstone of our fellowship
with each other.   Always well
attended and giving those present
an opportunity for the exchange of
‘news and views’.   A Wine & Catch
Up is additionally included for our
working wives.  
We have been stimulated by
interesting talks from the Rev Kathy
Lloyds Roberts;  the Solihull
Beekeeper’s Association;  and
another about Thomas Oken - a benefactor of
Warwick.   We have also learnt about the Burne-Jones
windows in Birmingham Cathedral (which we are
shortly to go and see for ourselves).    Regretfully our
numbers were down for the visit to Rams Hall Cheese
makers in Berkswell owing to other commitments for
many that day but were up for the Tour of the Inner
Temple in London, which was fascinating.   We also
recently visited the Marie Curie Hospice in Solihull
when we had a most moving talk about their palliative
and end of life care, and the magnificent support they
offer not only to their patients but also to the families.
Our Husbands and Guests evening took the form of a
Fish and Chip Supper with a talk kindly given by a
member’s husband about the time when he was
responsible for producing the Proms on the BBC.  

A real insight into all the detailed
planning and work involved for us to
be able to enjoy the Proms in our
own homes.   Back in the summer
we had an enjoyable trip to
Frogmore House where Prince Harry
and Meghan Markle’s evening
reception had recently been held.
The same day we also visited the
Savill Garden in Windsor Great Park.
The Rose Garden there - which
represents a boat in the waves - has
been designed by one of our

member’s sons and is well worth a visit.   Four of us
were fortunate enough to attend Worcester’s Regional
Day which  was hugely enjoyable.
Ash Wednesday and Advent Communions are always
important dates in our calendar and we continue to
attend various different churches for these.    This
year for the first time in a long while our Christmas
Lunch was not self catering but held instead at
Solihull Bridge Club where we enjoyed a delicious
meal.   We were honoured to be joined by Sarah
O’Boyle, our Central Chairman.
We have been delighted to welcome 3 new members,
two of whom are from the former Kenilworth Branch.
There is always a warm welcome for you here if
anyone else would like to come along.

SOLIHULL – 48 Members, 7 Honorary Members and 4 Associate Members
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Stour Valley I has enjoyed another year full of good
talks for which we must thank our programme
secretaries and hostesses.  We, like other branches,
have needed to use small village halls to host slide
shows and interesting meetings.  We travelled to rural
Thailand for a rather long talk by a local Essex farmer
who spent some months in the UK and then the rest
of the year with his Thai family and friends in North
East Thailand.  He grew rice, dates and exotic fruit in
Thailand, showed us slides of real life in the Thai
countryside, discussed the running of the country
and also included his family and friends.  We then
moved nearer home to hear about the unknown
Constable Country.  Our speaker brought two sets of
local photos taken 100 years apart of the same
scenes, using two projectors.  We thank modern

technology for today's lifestyles.  Our wittiest speaker,
who started her talk by telling us she had been
married to two deans, the same person, brought to
life that being a Dean's wife could involve meeting
and greeting members of the Royal Family, whilst
still leading a normal family life!  
We have enjoyed outings to churches, places of
interest and often followed by good pub lunches. We
were entertained by our own talented violin playing
member, her husband and a friend on the piano.  We
sat in leisurely fashion in Frinton to enjoy the sea air
at a member's beach hut.  
We are always delighted to join our Stour Valley II
members and we welcome each other to our
meetings.  I note that once again our next
programme provides us with as much diversity.

STOUR VALLEY I – 36 Members, 1 Associate Member and  2 Honorary Members

Last year our report focused on food and fellowship.
This year, although food figures with fellowship in our
meetings in each other’s homes, walking is another
activity we enjoy together.
In June 2018 we strolled by the River Stour along the
Essex Way from Wrabness towards Harwich, stopping
to look at Grayson Perry’s ‘House for Julie’, a Taj
Mahal-type edifice, and enjoyed a tour of a beautiful
garden overlooking the river. Later in the summer,
Felixstowe was the focus where we found out more
about the role of Suffolk women in the suffrage
movement, most notably Millicent Fawcett
who led the non-violent NUWSS from 1890 to
1919 and played a key role in securing votes
for women; in addition she campaigned for
improving access for women to higher
education. In February 2019, our outgoing
Chairman, who is a Blue Badge Guide, led us
around Colchester opening our eyes to some
fascinating features and buildings.
In October we learned about the building of
the tower of St. Edmundsbury Cathedral from
Horry Parsons, the man in charge of the

construction. He entranced us all with his knowledge,
enthusiasm and sense of humour. Some members of
Chelmsford Wives joined us that evening. We very
much enjoy the opportunity to meet up with our
neighbouring Branches.
Finally, we included a Fellowship Supper on the
programme in May last year so that there was an
opportunity to give feedback from the AGM and BOC
and to hear members’ views about the topics of
discussion. It is not always easy to make time for
such discussion, so we recommend this.

STOUR VALLEY II – 25 Members
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We’ve had a wonderfully varied year of talks and
activities at Trent.  Our first talk in 2018 was about the
life saving work of the Vale First Responders in which
we learnt what to do if someone’s heart stops
beating.  After the Lenten service, led by a Reader
member and shared with South Trent, we had a
delicious lunch at a member’s house.  Another
month, we had a talk on being Dementia Friends.
Then, one of our members gave us a beautiful display
of vintage 19th and early 20th century clothing
fetchingly modelled by other members, and
accompanied with fascinating stories.  
Again, we were introduced to the mysteries of
Astrology by another member’s daughter while, after
a break for the summer holidays, we had a Wives’
lunch at a restaurant which took the place of the
husbands and wives’ supper.  It was delicious and an
occasion of much jollity.  We attended South Trent’s
Autumn Service in October, followed by a scrummy
lunch at one of their member’s houses, and in the
same month had a hugely inspiring talk by the
founder of Dove Cottage Hospice about the
miraculous way it came into being and the work it
does.  In November, a cancelled talk about coffee
was replaced by a visit to the Nottingham Galleries of
Justice, again, an inspired choice.  December was
welcomed in with a Christmas Cake Decorating
morning with soup and mince pies to follow, led by
another member, which was completely booked

solid.  We held the Christmas Carol Service for our
two branches in which we had a Christmas Narrative
from The Message instead of the usual readings,
followed by mince pies and mulled wine.  
Our AGM was very well supported and extremely
lively with the debates about the vote for and against
the Women in Fellowship name.  Then in February
came a powerfully-moving presentation given by the
Sex Worker Charity POW Nottingham Ltd which led to
a heartfelt response from our branch of practical gifts
of bedding, clothing, toiletries and hairdryers and
straighteners for these vulnerable women who may
not even have a permanent home to stay in. The
charity provides a safe space to rest, get food, a
shower, legal advice and practical support.  One of
our members has now started to help to cook meals
there regularly.
As you can see, our greatest resources are our
members, numbering 40, who are multi-skilled,
generous hosts and keep on coming up with inspiring
choices of speaker or activity. 

TRENT – 40 members
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Our year has been tinged with sadness, starting with
the death of Sheila Cotterell, a much loved member
of our branch and a number of branches before us.
The attendance at her funeral in Truro Cathedral was
testament to that and many had travelled quite a
distance to be there.  Sheila was an inspiration to us
all in so many ways and we were delighted to see her
tapestry on display in the Refectory.
As has become our custom, we returned to Truro
Cathedral for our Ash Wednesday service, followed
by lunch in the Refectory.
We've enjoyed an interesting mix of meetings
including an exercise class (done from the comfort of
a chair!), a visit to Shelter Box to learn about their
extensive humanitarian work in disaster areas
including Syria, providing an immediate and
appropriate response tailored to people's needs and a
talk from a GP about her trip on the Amazon Hope
Expedition Ship which takes medical professionals up

the Amazon to provide health services to the local
people in remote areas.  We again held a book
exchange and review which always proves very
popular and evokes some interesting discussion and
in October we were pleased to welcome our Central
Chairman, Sarah O'Boyle.
It is always a bonus to be able to enjoy the open air
and our summer party with spouses and potential
new members, held in the beautiful garden of our
Chairman, was no exception.  The following month
we were treated to yet another al fresco meeting when
tea was served on a member's terrace overlooking her
lovely garden and the River Fal.
Our annual autumn service was held in St Feock - a
beautiful church dating back to the 13th century - and
followed by a congenial lunch in a local hostelry. 
We look forward to the year ahead with renewed
enthusiasm having welcomed 4 new members to our
branch.

TRURO – 24 Members and 1 Honorary Member

The editor of our programme for 2018/19 inserted an
amusing photo at the end of the list of events,
reminding us of an innocent mistake make by the
hotel where we held our Summer Lunch the previous
year. Instead of announcing us as the ‘Tunbridge
Wells Wives’ Fellowship’, the typist had put ‘The
Tunbridge Wells Wise Fellowship’!! Looking through
our programme, I hope we are indeed a little wiser
after the wide and varied talks we have enjoyed this
year! We are really grateful to our Programme
Secretaries for organising such an excellent
programme for us. We have heard about everything
from Search and Rescue, to the Burne Jones windows
in one of our local churches, to Re-cycling, Green
Peace and the origins of some of our Christmas
traditions. We have also enjoyed garden visits, a quiz
and delicious Christmas and Summer lunches. 
Wonderful as these have been, we all agree that the
friendships, support and fellowship we enjoy together
are the key to our continuation as a valued and vibrant
group. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS – 51 Members, 1 Honorary Member and 1 Associate Member 
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Our group consists of 28 members, and
meetings/outing are typically attended by about a
dozen of us.   We have had a busy time with many
varied activities over the year, some of which are held
in our homes and others out and about.  We do not
have many speakers as our members prefer
activities.  We had an interesting talk from Woking
Street Angels, who help the homeless which was an
eye opener.  

We take it in turns for a pair of us to choose an event.
Each pair need to think of an activity and organise it
only once a year which is not demanding and can
reflect the interests of the individuals, so we have
varied activities.  

We have visited Turner’s House, had a tour of All
England Tennis at Wimbledon, gone to the ballet,

visited a Sculpture Park,  celebrated the Royal
Wedding all dressed up to get in the mood, walks and
other days out.  True to the tradition of Wives food is
important.  We have had pub lunches, celebrated
Harry and Megan's wedding, dressed for the occasion
and sharing lunch, had a fund raising summer lunch,
a Christmas lunch which was very well attended, and
a cookery demonstration which ended with us eating
the three course meal that we had watched being
cooked.  I have noted meetings with food are
invariably well attended!

We also join in the national events, Lent meeting and
carol service with Weybridge Wives, and St
Christopher's visit.  Walton on Thames group is
flourishing and provides friendship and support to
each other and is valued by its members.

WALTON ON THAMES – 28 Members

West Sussex members have had an interesting and
busy year with plenty of meetings of interest, some
spiritual, some temporal, some celebratory.
Meetings with titles such as Keep hope alive and
What is wrong with modern finance?  and another on
the Revolution in food & literature in relation to
France show the breadth of our programmer’s reach.
We still meet in the homes of members as we are a
small to medium sized Branch, and we have plenty of
beautiful Sussex churches within our reach for our
Christmas services.
We sent five members to the Winchester Founders’
Meeting, and despite ferociously snarled local traffic
made it to the Service in good time.  The use of the
park & ride into Winchester was a bonus: a very
calming way to get into the city.  We greatly enjoyed
the Cathedral service and all that followed.
Unfortunately, for the first time in a long time, we
were unable to send any members to the Autumn
Conference in 2018, but hope to get back in the

swing of things in time for Guildford this year.
Our Executive member, Frances Good, kept us
abreast of the momentous potential changes to our
corporate name and we had plenty of time to think
before casting our ballots.  We are now looking to
effect the change in our literature and banking. 

WEST SUSSEX – 27 Members and 1 Honorary Member
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We usually hold our meetings in our homes (except
for the services) and they have been varied – from
talks on Chatelaines, skin care, Emma Hamilton,
Elizabeth Goudge and Glastonbury Abbey. We have
visited the East Lambrook Manor Gardens and the
Holbourne Museum when there was an exhibition on
the Dutch masterpieces. 

Our Lent service was held in the Bishop’s Palace
chapel in Wells, and our Advent service in the Parish
church of Wells. We were given a talk on
bereavement for our Pause for Thought meeting. It
has been a fun and interesting year with a lot of
social interaction between members.

WELLS  – 28 Members and 2 Associate Members

I have included a picture taken at our Summer lunch
for husbands & wives, of our hostess, host and
‘friend’, where proceedings took place on a blazing
hot day during the football World Cup season, so
timings had to be quite tight for some of the party
who were interested in GB’s matches.  A good time
was had by all however, and hats and shorts were the
order of the day.

We have had a great loss during the year with the
death, after a long illness, of Barbara Bridgwater on 5
February 2019.  She was a much loved member of
long-standing, and many of us were able to attend
her funeral with her family.
We are now looking actively to recruit new members
and bring our numbers back to the 30 mark.

2018 was a busy and fulfilling year which, thanks to
our hard working Programme Secretaries, included
14 varied and interesting meetings with speakers. For
the most part we were still able to host meetings in
members’ houses;  however as some of us are now
‘downsizing’, we have also experimented with a small
local church hall which suits us well but, of course,
lacks the intimacy of our own homes.
We have several events which continue to be well
supported. Our annual Bridge Tea is always
enthusiastically attended and with a good raffle, we
find we can make a healthy profit to donate to St
Christopher’s Hospice.  We are fortunate to share two
joint Church Services and a Lent Meeting with
Walton-on-Thames Wives as we all live in the same
neighbourhood and have become firm friends.
The amazing heatwave we enjoyed in the summer
meant that for once we could plan our outdoor events
without worrying too much about getting wet!!  In fact
both our Strawberry Tea and Summer Lunch held in

members’ gardens had us more concerned about
finding extra shade.
We also had two delightful Outings, the first to
Munstead Wood, Gertrude Jekyll’s old home near
Godalming where we had a conducted tour of her
famous garden which is presently being restored to
its original design;  the second to nearby Winkworth
Arboretum owned by the National Trust, famed for its
autumn colours and which now also has many
delightful sculptures.  On both occasions we lunched
at The White Horse in Hascombe which is fast
becoming a bit of a favourite!
We celebrated the year end with a Drinks Party where
husbands were only too happy to man the bar, whilst
we provided a fine choice of ‘eats’ and then finally we
held our annual Christmas Tea Party and had some
fun exercising those ‘little grey cells’ with a ‘ticklish’
quiz, before pulling our crackers and tucking into
Christmas cake.  A happy year!

WEYBRIDGE – 38 Members and 1 Honorary Member
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At times 2018 was a hard year. There was great
sadness when our much loved Treasurer, Shirley
Leslie, died. We also find many members have
personal concerns and we offer our love and support.
There was also much joy and we are blessed with the
friendships we share with each other. The branch is in
good heart and the meetings have been well
supported.we enjoyed excellent talks on a wide range
of subjects, which included The History of Concorde,
a Barrister talking about her work with the Crown
Prosecution Service. One of our members gave a
fascinating talk on Harold Peto’s Travel Diaries and we

enjoyed a visit to Horatio’s Garden at the Salisbury
Spinal Unit. Our tea and chat in a member’s garden
on a beautiful summer’s day was very popular and we
were pleased to welcome Winchester 2 to a Pimm’s
and Nibbles evening in September. We much
appreciate and enjoy the three joint meetings and
three church services we share with our friends in
Winchester 2 and 3 branches.
Venues, parking and providing technical equipment
for speakers is becoming an increasing problem and
we plan a discussion meeting to try and address them
if possible.

Our membership has fallen over the last 12 – 18
months to 29.  Two members, Rosemary Warburton
and Sheila Weait, have sadly died.  We miss them
from our meetings and social occasions.  Three
members have moved away to live nearer to their
families.  We wish them well in their new locations.
One at least we know is now an active member of her
local branch of Wives’ Fellowship in Salisbury, and
another will be joining the Harrogate branch.  Our
branch in turn gained one new member who moved
to Winchester to be near her daughters.
Our activities have had one low and many highs.  The
low came last year when our Spring Lunch in March
had to be cancelled due to a heavy snow-storm.  This
year we are holding it in April to be safe!  The highs
included Founders’ Meeting last May in which many
of our members played an active part.  Otherwise we
had a full programme of enthralling talks.  Among

these were three on watery themes, one on historic
wrecks around the British coast, one a fascinating
account of a holiday on the Cheshire canals on a
narrow-boat, and finally a light-hearted presentation
by a retired Admiral on his time in command of HMS
Ark Royal.  The last of these attracted a good turnout
of husbands!  
Another highlight was a second instalment of God’s
Trees, in which Professor Julian Evans identified trees
from the Bible and showed us their modern
descendants.
A successful innovation was holding a meeting at the
Abbeyfield Home in Twyford just south of Winchester
to which the residents were invited.  Both our
members and the residents enjoyed meeting each
other and making new friends.  We have arranged
more meetings at Abbeyfield for this year.

WINCHESTER I – 44 Members and 5 Honorary Members

WINCHESTER II – 29 Members and 5 Honorary Members

There is no royal road to anything. One thing at a time, all things in
succession. That which grows fast, withers as rapidly. That which grows
slowly, endures.

Josiah Gilbert Holland
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Be content with what you have; rejoice in the way things are. When you realise
there is nothing lacking, the whole world belongs to you.

Lao Tzu

Isn't it amazing that we are all made in God's image, and yet there is so much
diversity among his people?

Desmond Tutu

2019

5th June                   Chairman Visit                                 Newbury
10th June                 Chairman Visit                                 Oxford
12th June                 Chairman Visit                                 Stour Valley 1
26th June                 Chairman Visit                                 Richmond and Twickenham
1st July                     Chairman Visit                                 Eastbourne
5th July                    Regional Day                                   Solihull
24th July                  Executive Meeting                           London
9th August                Chairman Visit                                 Canterbury
4-10th Sept              Pilgrimage – The Northern Saints     Durham
5th Sept                    Chairman Visit                                 Chelmsford
16th Sept                  Chairman Visit                                 Haywards Heath
30th Sept                  Copydate for Grapevine – Winter 2019

14th Oct                   Chairman Visit                                 Cambridge
18th Oct                   St Christopher’s Open Day               Sydenham
29/30 Oct                 Autumn Conference                         Guildford
7th Nov                     Executive Meeting                           London
11th Nov                   Chairman Visit                                 North Cheshire

2020

5th March                 Executive Meeting                           London
1st April                    AGM and Regional Forums               Rugby
16-23rd Sept            Oberammergau Pilgrimage              Austria

Women in Fellowship Diary
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IN MEMORIAM/OBITUARIES 

Birmingham                                           –     Gwyneth Smith - February 2019 
                                                                      (a tribute can be seen on the website)
Bristol I                                                  –     Doreen Cornwell
Canterbury                                             –     Helen Williams - May 2018
                                                                      Gill Francis - May 2018
Cheltenham 1                                        –     Maureen Palmister - April 2018 
                                                                      Elizabeth Brent Smith - December 2018.
Cotswold                                                –     Troth Shepherd - March 2019
Harrogate                                              –     Jean Luery - November 2018
Leamington Spa and Warwick WF  1  –     Angela Rippon - April 2018   
                                                                      Margaret Gutteridge - October 2018
                                                                      Barbara Peters - November 2018
Middle Thames                                      –     Beryl Lant - October 2018, aged 90, she is much missed
                                                                      June Morris - 6th January 2019 - formerly a member of 
                                                                      Cheltenham
Newbury                                                –     Vera Bell  
                                                                      Molly Hills 2018 (Obituary)
Nottingham                                            –     Ruth Robinson - 4th April 2019
Scattered                                               –     Betty Harper - 27th September 2019 aged 98, originally a 
                                                                      member of Nottingham Branch  
                                                                      Rosemary Warburton - 29th September 2018, originally a 
                                                                      member of Winchester Branch but retired to France
Walton on Thames                                –     Wendy Fenwick - December 2018 
West Sussex                                          –     Barbara Bridgwater - February 2019 
Worcester                                              –     Maureen Watkins - December 2018
                                                                      Beryl Goodwin  - February 2019
Winchester I                                          –     Shirley Leslie - August 2018
Winchester II                                         –     Rosemary Warburton and Sheila Weait

Obituaries
Mollie Jones 1919-2018

(My apologies that this lovely tribute didn’t appear in the last edition - Sally)

Kenilworth Branch are sad to announce the death in May 2018 at the age of 98 of Mollie Jones.

Mollie was a member of Kenilworth Wives’ Fellowship for over sixty years.  In 1985 she became Central
Chairman and during her term of office she managed to visit every Branch in the Fellowship.
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Always a committed member of the Fellowship Mollie was a very regular attendee of all branch meetings and
as a member of the Study Circle for most of her years within the Fellowship, produced some fascinating
papers.  Mollie attended as many Regional and National events as she could at which she seemed to know
everyone!!!  There will be many members of the Fellowship who will have special personal memories of a
unique lady.

She was a great advocate for the Fellowship Conference which she attended as often as possible and always
encouraged other branch members to do the same.

Mollie’s life personified all that Wives’ Fellowship stands for, it was filled with huge amounts of Fun, sincere
Faith and joy in Fellowship.

Joy Smith - Worcester Branch, 9th May, 2018.  (by Margaret Mack Smith)

Joy was brought up in Glasgow and met her husband, Don, when he accompanied a fellow Oxford
undergraduate on a visit there when his friend was courting her sister! They made a very musical couple and in
due course they were joined by first a daughter and then a son, both of whom also enjoyed making music,
particularly singing.

Joy joined Wives’ in the early Seventies and in the Eighties duly progressed to Seniors. In 1986 she was
elected to serve on Seniors’ Executive under the Chairmanship of Mollie Jones. She undertook the post of
Literature Secretary.

Joy was always keen to go to National events as well  as being supportive of local meetings, and many times
acted as hostess. This was particularly so for the Branch’s very popular “Music and Readings at Christmas”.

After a terminal diagnosis Joy spent her last year in a very comfortable care home where she entertained a
constant stream of visitors representing her many interests and enjoying frequent visits from her loving children
and grandchildren.

We all miss Joy and are thankful for her time with us.

Molly Hills, Newbury Branch   1920 – 2018

Molly Hills was a founder member of Newbury Wives’ Fellowship. She held the position of Chairman and
served on a number of committees in various roles.  She was on the Senior Executive Committee as Minutes
Secretary and was also appointed Vice-Chairman.

Molly had a variety of hobbies; she enjoyed many sporting activities, was an excellent tennis player and a keen
sailor and swimmer.  She was a member of the local operatic society taking part in a number of shows.  Molly
was a very supportive wife and mother to her three children, a good cook and hostess and very talented with
her hands, building up a comfortable and secure home for her family.

Molly was an enthusiastic supporter of the Wives’ Fellowship, she is missed for her depth of knowledge of the
Fellowship, friendly personality and bright smile.
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Sleeps 2 – 22. Suitable for large family celebrations.
The house is built around a courtyard and can be let
as separate apartments or as a whole. Set in 200
acres of spectacular scenery on river Gardon,
Swimming pool. Wonderful walking and wildlife. 6
apartments from £310 p.w. and whole Chateau from
£2200 p.w. to £5400 p.w.

Please contact domainedebussas@btinternet.com
0207 229 9754 or 07808728044 www.bussas.com
Email: megcampbell@btinternet.com 

CHATEAU, LANGUEDOC, S. France

B&B in member's home, 5 miles from Junction 35 of
M6. Peaceful setting on edge of historic village with
good local pub. Easy access to Kendal and
Windermere. Regularly featured in Alastair Sawday
Special Places to Stay for Garden Lovers.

Please contact Anne Robinson - Tel 015395 63191
www.barnclose-beetham.co.uk 
or Email: anne@nwbirds.co.uk

BEETHAM, Nr. Kendal, Lake District

Traditional 3 bedroom flint cottage (2 doubles, 1
twin). Rural setting. Well placed for access to coast,
shops and exploring the walks of the area (good bird
watching). Available winter/summer. All mod cons
including bathroom and shower room, central heating,
wi-fi and walled garden. One well behaved dog
welcome.

Please contact Rosie Wenham - Tel: 01440 710798
Mobile: 07703 260671 
Email: wenhamrosie@btinternet.com 

NORTH NORFOLK 

Lovely spacious bungalow and garden near Golf
Course - walking distance for shops and sea. Recently
refurbished, centrally heated, all year round use. Also
lovely out of season. Sleeps 8 in 2 King & 2 Twin
bedrooms.

Please contact Rosemary Needham 
Tel: 01564 775564   Mobile: 07715 055629

E-mail: m_r_needham@hotmail.com 
Details crwholidays.co.uk 

WHISTLERS, ROCK, North Cornwall
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If you would like to place an advertisement
in Grapevine please contact Carolyn Mills,
editor@wivesfellowship.org.uk by 30th
Sept, 2019, for the Winter 2019 & Summer
2020 issues.  

The charge is 40p per word per issue

Restored farmhouse - Sleeps 8

Alistair Sawday recommended.  Comfortable house
with large private pool.  Four bedrooms three
bathrooms. Tranquil location overlooking Chiana
valley.  Wifi and British TV.  See our website
www.latartaruga.co.uk (link to Alistair Sawday).
Discount for Wives outside July and August.

Contact Edwina Evans - 01794 388246.

TUSCANY, near Arezzo  

The Wives’ B&B Register is a list of Wives who
run B&B’s as a business, or who are happy to
offer accommodation to other Wives. It is
available in the Members’ Area of the website, but
please let me know if you would like a copy sent
in the post or 
by email. editor@wivesfellowship.org.uk

B&B Register

Almighty and everlasting God,
grant to each one of us a healthy interest in the
administration of the affairs 
of our town, country and this Fellowship. 
Where we have a vote Lord, help us to use it wisely.
Where we have a chance to serve on a committee
help us not to shirk responsibility.
Where we have an opportunity to attend a meeting
save us from lethargy.
We often grumble and complain of injustices but lack
the energy and interest to put them right.
We know how often we criticize others for the action
they have taken but take no action ourselves.
Stir us up Lord to put our Christian faith into action
and our Christian love into service.
Take our minds and think through them.
Take our lips and speak through them.
Take our lives and set them on fire with love for thee
and Fellowship one for another.  Amen

A selection of prayers and thoughts from Richmond & Twickenham WF

Almighty God, who has made the morning, the noon-
tide and the evening of life, look we beseech you on
this Fellowship, and upon the members in this place.
Bless our families and homes and may we see our
children and our children’s children living their lives
in the light of your love and power.
Fill us, we pray, with wisdom and courage so that we
may play our part as Christians in the community in
which we live, and grant us a true sense of your
presence both now and always: through Jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen

Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow;
The same Everlasting Father who cares for you today 
will take care of you tomorrow and every day.
Either he will shield you from suffering or
he will give you unfailing strength to bear it.
Be at peace and put aside all anxious thoughts and
imaginings.

Prayer of St Francis de Sales



Saviour Christ…. we did not choose to be born or
live in such an age,
But let its problems challenge us
Its discoveries exhilarate us
Its injustices anger us
Its possibilities inspire us
And its vigour renew us
For your Kingdom’s sake. Amen

Judith Duckworth SWF Central Chairman 

Patience

Lord Jesus Christ.
How often was I impatient, 
About to lose heart,
About to give up everything,
About to seek the fearfully easy way out: despair.
But you never lost patience,
You bore a whole life of suffering
To redeem even me.

Soren Kierkegaard. 1813 - 1855

Please sit down for a while.  

When I am invited into the presence of a friend,
I look forward to the event and feel honoured. 
When God invites me to spend time in His presence, 
He desires me to know and feel his love.
With faith and hope I turn my heart and mind to God,
And ask him to help me become aware of his loving
presence.  

Barbara Carthew – Richmond & Twickenham WF

God of peace…
Relax the tensions of my body.
Calm the anxieties of my mind
Still the storms of my heart
Give me courage to wait.
Let the peace of God, Flow in me
Flow through me, Flow from me
The deep, deep peace of God. 

I am too tired Lord,
Too tired to think, too tired to pray, too tired to do
anything,
Too tired, drained of resources,
“labouring at the oars against a head wind”,
pressed down by a force as strong as the sea.
Lord of all power and might,
your way was through the sea, your path through the
great waters;
Calm my soul, take control,
Lord of all power and might.

Rex Chapman

Lord, hold my hand
Lord, hold my hand
I so need your loving kindness. 
Lord, hold my hand
All through life, in joy and grief.
Lord, hold my hand
When I’m sick with fear and anxious.
Lord, hold my hand
In the wonder of relief.
Lord, hold my hand
When it’s dark and storms are raging.
Lord, hold my hand
And help me live it through.
Lord, hold my hand
When I’m lifted, joyful, loving
Lord, hold my hand
When I’m trying something new.
Lord, hold my hand
When I fail or faint or waver.
Lord, hold my hand
For I know your love is true.
Lord, hold my hand
When I’m lonely, weary, ageing
Lord, hold my hand
When there’s only me – and you.
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We thank you Lord for the gift of life

Help us to appreciate the unique dignity of every
human person and the individual contribution they
make to the world in fulfilment of the task you give
them.
Enable us, by your grace, to promote their well-being: 
Serving you in one another in the spirit of generosity.
Through Christ Jesus our Lord – Amen.

Be Still and Know that I am God

Be still, my friend, be still,
Be still and come inside.
Don’t fear, my friend, don’t fear,
Come in, and sit beside.

In here we learn to know,
We pause, we let things fall.
In here we take a breath,
We find that God is all.

In here the light is clear,
We find our way to peace,
We let our mind relax,
And gain a calm release.

Be still, my friend, be still
Let go, see through the sham.
In here we’ll learn the truth:
God is the great I AM.

Susan Jacobs (Richmond & Twickenham WF)

For all that has been - Thanks!
For all that shall be - Yes!

Dag Hammarskjöld  (1905 - 1961)

Church Open

She pauses as she passes, reads the board,
Thinks she could do with just a moment’s quiet;

Pushes the door open, and is greeted
With a rising swell of prayer and praise:

A symphony of people, love and talents,
Offered up to God, and out for all.

And as she sits, and hears the harmonies,
Her spirit feeds; her thirsting heart is quenched:

The music that she’s needed, many years,
Is heard in a deserted, darkened Church.

Alice Jacobs 8/12/12

God has not promised…

God has not promised skies always blue,

Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through;

God has not promised sun without rain,

Joy without sorry, peace without pain.

God has not promised we shall not bear

Many a burden, many a care.

He has not told us we shall not know

Toil and temptation, trouble and woe.

But God has promised strength for the day,

Rest for the labour, light for the way,

Grace for the trials, help from above,

Unfailing sympathy, undying love.

Author unknown
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WF Pilgrimage was Mollie Jones’s idea; when
she learnt that a Canterbury Husband took
parties to the Holy Land her immediate question
was: Would you take a Wives party?

Of course he would, and the rest is history.  The next
destination was Oberammergau in 2000 and from that
grew the idea of regular trips.  Mollie did not go on
every pilgrimage, often because she had already
visited the country concerned during her well-
travelled life, but she trod the Way of St James to
Santiago da Compostela, walked in the Footsteps of
St Paul in Greece the following year and swam in his
wake in Turkey the year after that.  She welcomed the
Christ Child to an Ethiopian Christmas in 2009 and
followed the Footsteps of St Benedict and St Paul in
Italy in 2013.  She had booked to walk the Jakobsweg
through Austria in 2015 but I was not too surprised,
though very saddened, to receive the inevitable letter

from her son to say that her health prevented her from
accompanying us.

On every trip she entered in heart and soul, enjoying
and appreciating every facet of the pilgrimage.  Why
do so many of my memories of Mollie include
dancing?

Writing this has made me realise what a wealth of
experience WF has enjoyed during these pilgrimages.
It would be a great shame if they were to end just for
lack of leadership. I have retired from foreign travel,
and Julia Pirie has agreed to take WF to
Oberammergau for the 2010 Passion Play, but she is
not sure whether she will want or be able to go on
from there. Anybody with a love of travel and of
people, do think about it. No previous experience
necessary, though an ability to herd cats would be an
advantage.

Jenny Jeapes, Salisbury Plain

Mollie on Pilgrimage

In the footsteps of the Northern Saints

This pilgrimage is now fully booked, however we do
have a waiting list as occasionally spaces become
available nearer the time. If you would like to be added
to the list please contact;
Mrs Jenny Jeapes
Tel: 01985 213074
Email:   j.jeapes@blueyonder.co.uk

Pilgrimage to Oberammergau Passion Play

This pilgrimage is also now fully booked, however we
do again have a waiting list in case spaces become
available nearer the time. If you would like to be added
to the list please contact;
Julia Pirie  julia.pirie@outlook.com 
Tel: 0115 921 2991
more information see: www.bavaria-oberammergau-
passion-play   www.mccabe-travel.co.uk

16th - 23rd September 2020

4–10 September 2019 
With the Women in Fellowship. Led by Revd Pamela Soul
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All items available from the Literature Secretary

New Anthology of Prayer                               £3.00

Spirit of Wives (free to new members)            £5.00

New Members’ Pack                                      £6.00
(Information for New Members, brief history 
and St Christopher's leaflets, Service Book, 
revised History of Wives’, Anthology of Prayer
and WF Information card) 

Service Book                                                  £1.40

History of Wives’ Fellowship                        £2.50
(Revised March 2017)

Grapevine Magazine                                      £2.00

WF Information Card                                        20p

Notelets (Sold in packs of 5 of one design)     £3.00

Passionflower (by Susan Walker, Sherborne WF) 
(see illustration right)
Fuchsia (ditto) (see illustration right)
Hellebore (ditto) (see illustration right)
Wives at Tea (by Liz Taylor-Webb, East Cheshire WF)
(see illustration right)
Wives at Church (ditto) (see illustration right)
Garden of Delight (by Ros Plumley, Tunbridge Wells
WF) (see illustration below)

Mixed pack of 6 notelets (one of each design)   £3.50

Pack for Visiting Priests                                £2.40
(Brief History, Service Book and Information Card)      

WF Pin Badges                                               £2.00

Branches are asked not to send money
when ordering literature

The Secretary will send a bill with the order which covers
the cost of the literature as well as P&P and instructions
for payment. The Literature Secretary has a stand at
Founders' Meeting, Autumn Conference and the AGM
where literature can be bought or orders placed. Please
preorder by email at least 3 days before an event and the
literature will be ready for collection and payment at
Founders’ Meeting, Autumn Conference or the AGM.You
can email the Literature Secretary with your order here:
literaturesec@wivesfellowship.org.uk

Garden of Delight

The WF prayer can be found on the website, in service books and in Grapevine.



44WOMEN IN FELLOWSHIP

PUBLICATIONS

Notelet Designs

Passionflower                                     Fuchsia                                               Hellebore      

Wives at Tea

Wives at Church         



The beautiful Chapel at Launde Abbey


