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GUIDANCE NOTES ON HOLDING WF EVENTS 
IN PUBLIC PLACES AND MEMBERS’ HOMES 

 
Since March 2010 WF has £2 million in public liability insurance cover. There have been several queries 
about what our insurance covers and whether further insurance cover is appropriate. 
 
1) Our insurance broker defines public liability as: “loss, damage or injury to a third party person or 
property, as a result of negligence by the Insured [i.e. WF]”. 
 
The important points to note here are that 
 
a) WF liability is confined to third parties i.e. a member of the public, or a public building. WF is not 
liable for injury to its own members or members’ homes as neither is in the public domain. This is a 
general definition of public liability as used by all insurance companies. 
 
b) WF is only liable “as a result of negligence”. The simple fact that an accident has occurred does not 
mean that WF is liable. The venue would have to prove that WF had been negligent. Accidents can and 
do happen but given the type of membership we have, it is highly unlikely that WF members will cause 
damage through disregarding safety procedures or deliberately causing damage. This is why WF 
activities are viewed by our insurer as “virtually no risk”. 
 
2) Considering the type of meetings WF organises and attends, there is virtually no contact with the 
general public; any public venues used would have their own public liability; and the nature of our 
meetings all mean that insurers tell us we are “virtually no risk” and therefore a minimum public liability 
cover is more than sufficient for our type of activities.  
 
3) Insurance to cover events in public venues 
 
All responsible public places which can be hired will have their own public liability insurance and would 
also be insured against fire. Venues also in law have civil liability for death, injury or damage if caused by 
the condition of the building or by hazards on the premises. WF would only be liable for damage if 
negligent, and this is what WF public liability insurance covers.  
 
4) Insurance to cover events in members’ homes 
 
Accidents or damage would usually be covered by household insurance. As already mentioned, the same 
criteria of negligence would apply. If a guest for example tripped on a threadbare carpet, the 
homeowner would be theoretically liable as this shows negligence on their part. In most cases though, 
not enough damage would have been done to warrant an insurance claim. 
 
If a guest causes damage in a member’s home, she would be individually liable for repairing the damage. 
Any damage would not have been made in the name of WF and therefore WF would not be liable. Just 
because damage occurs during a WF event does not mean that WF is liable. 
 
However, to cover any such damage, every sensible homeowner should have buildings and contents 
insurance to cover damage to their property, and if they do not and are worried about any damage 
caused, they should not hold WF events in their home.  
 
If damage occurred in a member’s home due to an individual Wife but where it is not known who she is, 
Executive may in individual cases take the view that WF as a whole should contribute to the costs of 
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repair of the damage since the person who caused it is unknown. Executive may offer to pay the excess 
in an insurance claim, for example. 
 
5) Personal Accident Insurance 
 
When investigating possible further insurance cover, the Executive decided that since no other similar 
voluntary organisation that we know of has personal accident cover, WF is not under a legal or moral 
duty to provide free personal accident insurance for its members. If a Wife is worried about having an 
accident she can take out her own personal accident insurance. Again on a commonsense approach, the 
reality is that any member can have an accident at any time anywhere with no connection to WF i.e. 
shopping or walking, and if they do not already have such cover it would be unreasonable for WF to have 
to pay. 
 
It has been claimed that other organisations such as the WI, The Young Farmers, NADFAS etc have other 
insurance which we do not have. If it is correct it reflects the fact that these organisations have very 
different insurance needs i.e. they own buildings, they employ people, and carry out public and 
commercial activities with far higher risk levels. The reality is that WF is a harmless volunteer collective 
with minimal public contact, and not a commercial organisation with public activities and higher risk 
levels. 
 
6) Joint and Several Liability 
 
The expression means that all members of an organisation are as a whole and also individually liable. A 
branch member has been concerned that as an “unincorporated” organisation, WF has no limited 
liability (as in a limited company) and thus may be liable to any claims, not only as a whole but also as 
individual members. 
 
This is merely theoretical. In practice, if WF was liable and it was not settled by the insurers, then the 
Executive Committee would be sued as representing the membership. If an individual member acting on 
behalf of WF in permitted activities caused loss or damage, she  - while in theory could be sued - would 
have the protection of the £2,000,000 WF public liability cover, as in practice anyone suing is going to 
sue WF and not individual members, precisely because they would know WF is insured. In the extremely 
unlikely scenario of an individual member being sued, WF would have full right to join the proceedings. 
In practice the insurers would take it over and deal with it. The exception would be if a Wife were on a 
venture of her own, for which WF was not in any way responsible. 
 
7) Double Indemnity 
 
Double indemnity occurs where both sides in a claim are insured with the same liability. If a Wife’s 
household insurance covers damage to the home and WF also had insurance to cover damage to 
members’ homes, this would be an example of double indemnity. Many insurers include a disclaimer 
that if there is double indemnity, their cover is automatically void. It is therefore vital that WF does not 
take out more insurance than it needs, as it would often invalidate existing insurance and lead to legal 
wrangles as to which insurer should pay.  
 
8) Final Points 
 
Two insurance companies have assured us that £2 million of public liability insurance is more than 
enough to cover our needs. They were frankly shocked that we previously had £5 million of cover since 
we do not need it. But it is vital that we do not take out unnecessary insurance cover which would lead 
to double indemnity and negate all insurance cover. 
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It is recommended that branches check the general safety of the venues they use and check that public 
venues have insurance cover. If public venues agree to our meetings, they are the ones having to make a 
proper risk assessment. We will be expected to make sensible decisions about e.g. where we put a 
laptop and leads, but then the responsibility becomes that of the venue. Basic checks on safety by 
branches are sufficient. 
 
The whole issue of insurance for WF is academic. In the 12 years we have taken out public liability 
insurance no insurance claim has been made. We can look for dangers where there are none and worry 
ourselves unnecessarily as to the possible dangers of attending a WF event, but these “dangers” are 
present at all other times in our lives.  
 
The Fellowship is a Christian organisation that cares for its members. Executive are responsible for the 
general wellbeing of the Fellowship and its members during our activities and would never disregard 
basic procedures of safety, nor would members do so. Whether WF is responsible in any instance of 
claim or not, Executive will not permit Wives to be individually liable for anything that clearly they 
should not be liable for. Every claim and situation will be different, but there has to be a basis of trust 
within the organisation and Executive would always advise and help branches and Wives in the event of 
a claim. No Wife need worry about the issue of liability. 
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